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INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES (s) 
After listening to Rufus the Robot’s time travel instructions and participating in a statement strategy, students will perform an ‘Act it Out’ exercise and write a journal entry bringing history to life by directing and producing a skit and entry based on the historical documents given, from the perspectives of the people who have experienced these events. Students will score at least a 2/3 based on the ‘History Alive Rubric’ and a 4/5 based on the teacher created ‘Journal Checklist’.  
NYS-CCLS / +NYS STANDARDS AND INDICATORS
New York State Social Studies Standards
Key Idea: 5.3 EUROPEAN EXPLORATION AND ITS EFFECTS: Various European powers explored and eventually colonized the Western Hemisphere. This had a profound effect on Native Americans and led to the transatlantic slave trade. 
Key Concept: 5.3a Europeans traveled to the Americas in search of new trade routes, including a northwest passage, and resources. They hoped to gain wealth, power, and glory.
 Indicator: This will be evident when students observe the given documents and participate in a statement strategy and ‘Act it Out’ exercise amongst their classmates (particularly document 1).

Key Idea: 5.4 GEOGRAPHY IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE: The diverse geography of the Western Hemisphere has influenced human culture and settlement in distinct ways. Human communities in the Western Hemisphere have modified the physical environment.
Key Concept: 5.4c The physical environment influences human population distribution, land use, and other forms of economic activity.
 Indicator: This will be evident when students observe the given documents and participate in a statement strategy and ‘Act it Out’ exercise amongst their classmates (particularly document 3).

National Social Studies Standards and Themes
Culture: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of culture and cultural diversity.
· Human beings create, learn, share, and adapt to culture.
· Cultures are dynamic and change over time. 
· Through experience, observation, and reflection, students will identify elements of culture as well as similarities and differences among cultural groups across time and place. 
· In schools, this theme typically appears in units and courses dealing with geography, history, sociology, and anthropology, as well as multicultural topics across the curriculum.

Indicator: This will be evident when students analyze the documents and create a skit representing the perspective of people in Mexico throughout time and how they interacted with other nations. 

Individual Development & Identity: Social studies programs should include experiences that provide for the study of individual development and identity.
· Personal identity is shaped by an individual’s culture, by groups, by institutional influences, and by lived experiences shared with people inside and outside the individual’s own culture throughout her or his development.
· Questions related to identity and development, which are important in psychology, sociology, and anthropology, are central to the understanding of who we are. 
· The study of individual development and identity will help students to describe factors important to the development of personal identity. 

Indicator: This will be evident when students write their journal entries and act as a Mexican person of a specific time period and historical event they studied. This will help students to identify the factors that shape people on individual levels as well as the nation as a whole.

NCSS C3 Inquiry Arc
Dimension 3: Students will work toward conclusions about societal issues, trends, and events by collecting evidence and evaluating its usefulness in developing causal explanations.
Indicator: This will be evident when students analyze the given documents to make a stance in agreement or in disagreement with a given statement.
Dimension 4: Students will draw on knowledge and skills to work individually and collaboratively to conclude their investigations into societal issues, trends, and events and will present their information, portions and findings.	
Indicator: This will be evident when students work collaboratively and individually to create a skit, each student playing a different role, portraying the historical events of the given time periods.

Common Core ELA Standards
5th grade reading standard: Craft and Structure
5R4: Determine the meaning of words, phrases, figurative language, academic, and content-specific words and analyze their effect on meaning, tone, or mood.
Indicator: This will be evident when students analyze pictures and documents to determine their stance on a particular topic.
5th grade writing standard: Text Types and Purposes
5W1: Write an argument to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
Indicator: This will be evident when students agree or disagree to a statement based on document-based evidence. 
5th grade speaking and listening standard:
5SL2: Summarize information presented in diverse format.
Indicator: This will be evident when students take the information given and presenting it in a visually, auditory and kinesthetically appealing ‘Act it Out’ performance. 


Social Studies Practices: Habits of Mind
A. Gathering, Interpreting, and using Evidence 
2. Recognize and effectively select different forms of evidence used to make meaning in social studies (including primary and secondary sources such as art and photographs, artifacts, oral histories, maps, and graphs). 
Indicator: This will be evident when students utilize information, quotes, maps, and pictures to analyze the mood of the time to create a stance and perform a scene regarding their findings.  
INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES
SMART board
CHAMPS rules
Writing Utensils
Rufus the Robot Instructional Video
Informational Packet to record Annotations and Answers
4 Documents for Statement Strategies
4 Quotes for ‘Act it Out’
Props
Journal Entry Homework sheet
History Alive Rubric
Teacher Created Journal Checklist

MOTIVATION 
Students will be shown an instructional video, presented by Voki character, Rufus the Robot. taking us back in time to examine documents and help students better understand how these historical events shaped Mexico as a nation today.

DEVELOPMENTAL PROCEDURES
1. Students will watch an instructional video presented by Voki Character, Rufus the Robot. After reviewing the CHAMPS rules the students will be divided into groups of four, each group will be assigned a specific event and time period throughout Mexican history (Why are these rules important? How would you describe this experience if you were a Mexican during this time? What if you were Spanish, an Aztec, an American, and so on? Can you explain what is happening in the documents? What would happen if this event didn’t take place? Can you assess the value/ importance of these events from the documents provided?).
a. Assessment: 
i. Teacher will record anecdotal notes regarding the students’ understanding of the documents and historical events presented.
b. Differentiation:
i. In order to adapt to the auditory learners, students will be able to listen to the class discussion, as well as, Rufus the Robot’s time travel instructions.  Visual learners will be able to view instructions written out on paper. Kinesthetic learners will be able to walk around the room and share their ideas with other group members.

2. The students will participate in a group, document based statement strategy with which they will either agree or disagree to a provided statement based on the document provided (Can you make use of these facts to determine whether you agree or disagree with the statement? What examples can you provide to support your stance?).
a. Assessment: 
i. Teacher will assess students understanding of the historical events based on their stance they present during the statement strategy.
b. Instructional Strategy:
i. Collaboration/ Cooperative Groups: This will be evident when students work together to analyze the documents in order to make their individual stance
ii. Statement Strategy: This will be evident when students use the documents to decide whether or not they agree with the provided statement.
3. Students will share their group findings and individual stances as a class (Do you agree or disagree with your classmates and why? Did you all come up with the same outcomes/answers? Why do you think this is? How can you rationalize an opposing viewpoint?).
a. Instructional Strategy:
i. Discussion: This will be evident when students discuss the evidence presented in the documents with each other and how the people of that time must have felt based on where they live.
4. The students will then participate in individual practice with a journal entry for homework (Express from the standpoint of a character from your assigned event, how it must have felt during that time period. Do you think it was fair? Do you think Mexico became stronger because of these events? In your own words, which historical events do you believe helped shape Mexico most and why?).
a. Instructional Strategy:
i. Independent Work: This will be evident when students write their journal entry and when they agree or disagree with the provided statement.
b. Adaptation: 
i. The student who struggles with writing will be pulled aside to orally state their claims regarding the statement strategy and will be provided the option to create a recorded flip grid instead of a journal entry.
c. Academic Enrichment: 
i. The students who excelled with ease throughout the lesson will be challenged to find two additional outside sources to support their claims, in agreement or disagreement, to the statements and to explain how these sources support their claims based on sound evidence. Enrichment students will be asked to utilize a description of these additional sources in their journal entries.
d. Direct Teacher Intervention:
i. The students will be given a highlighter to highlight key details and reasons for determining their stance on a topic.  The highlighting strategy will help the students collect data to analyze the topic and make their claims based on evidentiary support. The students will then be able to read and analyze the evidence in order to answer the compelling questions.
e. Assessment:
i. Teacher will assess the Journal Entries based on a teacher created ‘Journal Entry Checklist”.
5. Upon the following day, students will be asked to elaborate on these historical events with given quotes and encouraged to perform a History Alive, ‘Act it Out’ skit regarding their group findings (How can you show your understanding of the historical event through an ‘Act it Out’ exercise? What is your motive? Who is the character you want to portray? What are the emotions your character may be feeling during this time?).
a. Adaptation:
i. The student who struggles socially will be pulled aside to discuss their stances and will be provided the option to write out a dialogue depicting their assigned scene instead of acting in front of the class.
b. Differentiation:
i. The kinesthetic learner will be able to move around the classroom when working with their groups on their History Alive ‘Act it Out’ performance.
c. Assessment:
i. Teacher will assess how the students interact during their group ‘Act it Out’ performances.
ii. Teacher will assess the History Alive ‘Act it Out’ performance based on the ‘History Alive Rubric’.
6. After performance and class discussion, students will be encouraged to share their journal entries. (How did your participating classmate show their understanding of the event? How would you apply what you learned to develop your perspective on failure, hard work, and determination?)
7. To close the lesson, students will review the compelling question: (How did Mexico come to be Mexico? What historical events have shaped the country?).
a. Assessment:
i. Teacher will assess the students understanding through how the students interact and perform during the Statement Strategy, ‘Act it Out’ exercises, and throughout the class discussions.

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
Collaboration/ Cooperative Groups
Indicator:   This will be evident when students work together to analyze the documents in order to make their individual stance and when they come together to perform their act.
Discussion
Indicator: This will be evident when students discuss the evidence presented in the documents with each other and how the people of that time must have felt based on where they live. 
History Alive
Indicator: This will be evident when students use the documents to create a scene as a class.
Independent Work
Indicator: This will be evident when students write their journal entry and when they agree or disagree with the provided statement.
Statement Strategy
Indicator: This will be evident when students use the documents to decide whether or not they agree with the provided statement.
ADAPTATIONS
-The student that struggles to stay focused will be seated near the teacher in the front of the room and be given non-verbal refocusing cues (i.e. a double tap on the desk) when needed.
-The student who struggles socially will be pulled aside to discuss their stances and will be provided the option to write out a dialogue depicting their assigned scene instead of acting in front of the class.
-The student who struggles with writing will be pulled aside to orally state their claims regarding the statement strategy and will be provided the option to create a recorded flip grid instead of a journal entry.
DIFFERENTIATION OF INSTRUCTION
Auditory Learners:
In order to adapt for the auditory learners, they will be able to listen to the class discussion, as well as, Rufus the Robot’s time travel instructions.  They will also be able to listen to their peers when working together during the statement strategy and the ‘Act it Out’ performance exercise.

Visual Learners:
The visual learners will be able to visualize these historical events through the provided pictures and documents as well as through the ‘Act it Out’. The History Alive exercise will activate students’ episodic memory.

Kinesthetic Learners:
The kinesthetic learners will be able to move around the classroom when working with their groups on their History Alive ‘Act it Out’ performance.

ASSESSMENT 
-Teacher will assess students’ homework from the night before.
-Teacher will assess students understanding of historical thinking strategies through discussion.
-Teacher will assess how the students interact during the Statement Strategy and ‘Act it Out’ performances.
-Teacher will record anecdotal notes regarding the students’ understanding of the documents and historical events presented.
-Teacher will assess students understanding of the historical events based on their stance they present during the statement strategy.
-Teacher will assess the History Alive ‘Act it Out’ performance based on the ‘History Alive Rubric’.
-Teacher will assess the Journal Entries based on a teacher created ‘Journal Entry Checklist”.

INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
Students will participate in a statement strategy. As a group, they will read and discuss the events during the assigned period, and individually, they will either agree or disagree with the provided statement. As homework, students will create a journal entry from the perspective of a person from the time period and historical event they were assigned regarding the way they must have felt and why based on the documents.

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES: DIRECT TEACHER INTERVENTION AND ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT
Direct Teacher Intervention
For the students who struggled during the lesson, the teacher will work with them on determining their stance, whether they disagree or agree with the statement based on the documents. The students will be given multiple opportunities to practice determining their stance. The students will be given a highlighter to highlight key details and reasons for determining their stance on a topic.  The highlighting strategy will help the students collect data to analyze the topic and make their claims based on evidentiary support. The students will then be able to read and analyze the evidence in order to answer the compelling questions. 
Academic Enrichment
The students who excelled with ease throughout the lesson will be challenged to find two additional outside sources to support their claims, in agreement or disagreement, to the statements and to explain how these sources support their claims based on sound evidence. Enrichment students will be asked to utilize a description of these additional sources in their journal entries.
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ACTIVITIES & DOCUMENTS
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CHAMPS

SPORTS

C-Conversation: While traveling through time, you'll find that
onversation is imporiant in understanding people’s stories. Talk to
Your neighbors but STAY FOCUSED and ON TASK! The people of
the 1500's don’t know about“Eqinits” and you can'tlet them know
that you're from a different time, it could destroy our continuum!
‘H-Help: 1f you have 2 question, you have options! Ask a neighbor.
‘Ask a teacher. Write your question down. See if you can find the
answer (o your question in the documents given.

A-Activity: WE'RE GOING BACK IN TIVEE GUYS!!! Today, we
will be operating a very precious piece of scientific equipment: A
CEREBRAL TIME MACHINE! While acting out scenes from our
time machine experience, we will see what it was like for Mexico to
become the country it s today. While interacting it s important 0 be:
aware of our surroundings.

M-Movement: A fier paricipating in a “Statement Strategy”, flling
he fling cabinet, students will perform a History Alive ‘Act it Out’
scene based on the documents given. Be respectful of your neighbors
and have fun!

P- Participation: Grab a mustache, grab a hat, put on some
lasses, put on a funny voice and lets put ourselves in the shoes of the
people who helped shape Mexico throughout history! Everyone should
have a part i the performance and I wil be coming around (0 ask
questions about your document based findings!

S-Success: Afer you have traveled through time and discussed the
ssus and events that took place during this journey, you will create &
journal entry through the mindset and perspective of the characters
You've portrayed through your History Alive performance.
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ement Strategy Directions

~You will be broken up into groups of 4.

-Each group will be given a document with information
and a statement.

-As a group, you will read and diseuss the document.
-Individually, you will choose whether you agree or
disagree with the statement based on the document
findings and your group discussion.

-After you finish, we will reconvene as a class and share

our statements and stances.
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Document 1: The Spanish Take Over the Aztecs: 1521

‘The siege of Tenohtitlin, the s s e et
capital of the Aztec Empire, B =
was a decisive event in the
Spanish Conquest of Mexico.
Tt occurred in 1521. Although
‘numerous battles were fought
between the Aztec Empire and
the Spanish led Coalition, it
was the siege of Tenochtitlan
and the effects of smallpox,
that directly led to the
downfall of the Aztec
civilization and marked the
end of the first phase of the
Spanish conquest of the Aztec
Empire. The smallpox devastated the Aztec population and
dealta severe blow to the Aztec leadership while leaving
an an immune Spanish leadership in tact.

Statemer
Tenochtitlan, the capital of the Aztec empire,
now the center of Mexico City, peacefully offered thei
land to the Spanish Coalition. Check one:

Agree___ Disagree___

Document-Based Evidence:
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Document 2: Mexico Wins Independence from Spain:
1821

“The Cry of Dolores (Girio de Dolores) i a histoical event that happeed in
Mexico in the carly morning of September 16, 1810. Roman Catholicpriest
Miguel Hidalgo y Costill rang the bellof his church and gave the call to
arms that wiggered the-

Mexican War of

Independence. Extending

from the Gita de Dolores on

‘September 16, 1810, 0 the.

eotrance of the Army of

Three Guarantees led by

Agustin de Turbide to

Mexico City on September

27,1821, Mexican

Independence day, declared

in 1821, is celcoreted on

‘September 16. In the 1810's,

Mexico was under Spanish

control and known as New Spain- The independence movement began (o
{ake shape when José Bemardo Gutiérrez de Lara went o the small town of
Dolores (now known as Dolores Hidslgo) and asked the locel Roman
Catholic pries, Miguel Hidlgo, to hlp initate an effort 0 free New Spain
from Spanish control

Statement: If Miguel Hidalgo never rang the bell of his
church, Mexico would still be under Spanish control.
Check one:

Agree, Disagree_

Document-Based Evidence:
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Document 3: Mexican War| Signing Over Lands to the
After Mexico declared itself free
ftom ts mother country, Spain,

8
frenetrmveiy

| s
emptiness of their norhern lands,
5242 | which was not good or their
cconomy. One way o increase the
population was o welcome secers
from the United Stats. For
Mexico,this tumed out to be  bad
idea. Mexico was Catholic,ani-
;,\ﬂ: 5| savery, and wanted to keep Texas
<y 7| uncer their control The American
(\U{ Setlers e mosty Proestant,

pro-lavery,and largly igpored

Mexican Authory. It did ot take:

Tong for thes differences toboil.

o' evolt, Following the boody

encounters at plces ik the

| Alamo, he Texans won thic
ndependence from Mexico.

[ zer

Statement: Although there were brutal encounters, Texas’
independence from Mexico and Mexico’s decrease in size,
created a *happier’ Mexican nation.
Check one:

Agree___ Disagree___
Document-Based Evidence:
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‘The Border Wall: 2018

President Donald J. Trump fan for
president on a campaign t limit illegal
immigration from Mexico. He promised
in his campaign that he would build a
wall separating Mexico and the United
States, and said Mexico would pay for
. President of Mexico, Enrique Pena
Nicto said thre i no way that Mexico
will ever pay for a wall, s Mexicans,
we do not believe in walls. Both leaders.
are under tremendous pressure from.
their countri. Conservatives who
Supported Trump say that if he does not
build a wall he has no chance of being.
re-clected.

Agree, Disagree_

Document-Based Evidence:
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Name. Date

Journal Entry

Directions: Express, from the perspective of a character from
Your statement srategy documents, how you felt during that event
‘and time period. Did you think it was feir? Do you think Mexico
became a stronger country because of these events? In your own
words, which historical events helped shiape Mexico as a country the
‘most and why do you think it eiped shape the country?
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History Alive
“Act it Qut’_Directions

-You will get into your groups and be instructed to
analyze additional documents, taking into account, the
documents from your statement strategics.

-You will perform the scene from the document,
incorporating a given quote to portray the time period
and historical event.

-You are encouraged to use props and to create a
dialogue and scenario.

-As a good actor, it is important to really get into
character and help everyone to feel the emotions of the
character that the actors are playing.

For your group to score a maximum of 3 points:
-Include 3 accurate facts or findings from your document.

~Present yourlines clearly and do not speak over one another.
~Use the given quote and utiize props throughout your scene.
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Document 1: The Spanish Take Over the Aztecs: 1521

“After seventy-five days, Tenochtitdn had finally been subdued by the
persistent Spaniards and abandoned by its people. The war wih the
‘Mexicans had come o an end. The Aziec empire had crumbled with the
destrucion of s great and beautfulcity. The breaking of the sicge of
‘Tenochtilin marked the beginning of Spanish rule on the mainland of the
New World™
— Irwin R. Blacker, Cortés and the Aztec Conguest
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Document 2: Mexico Wins Independence from Spain:
1821

Mexicans from all over the
world are all set to celebrate El
Grito— the day when Miguel
Hidalgo y Costilla, known as
the father of Mexican
independence, launched the
revolution that led to Spain’s
departure from Mexico. This
day is celebrated with parades,
parties, and bell-ringing. On the
eve of Sept. 16 each year,
Mexico's president rings the
bell of the National Palace and
repeats the patriotic cry, “{Viva
Meéxico!” three times, which
literally means "Long live
Mexico."
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Document 3: Mexican War| Signing Over Lands to the
184548

Texian soldiers who attacked Santa Anna and his army were the
people who said the quote, “Remember the Alamo.” The Alamo
was once a Spanish mission that was turned into a battleground for
Texas independence. Mexican soldiers, led by Santa Anna,
outnumbered, attacked, and defeated the Texans and Tejanos who
sought refuge in the mission. The quote, “Remember the Alamo”™
‘was the war cry of those soldiers who later attacked and defeated
Santa Anna.
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Mexico wil pay for the wall
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linicio de la conversacién con Donald
Trump dejé claro que México no pagara
por el muro.

R ——

‘At the beginning of the conversation with
Donald Trump, I made clear that Mexico
willnot pay for the wal,

"I will build a great wall - and nobody builds walls better
than me, believe me --and Tl build them very
inexpensively. T will build a great, great wall on our
southern border, and I will make Mexico pay for that wall.
Mark my words."

-President Trump
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Rubric for History Alive

Act It Out
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