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STANDARDS AND INDICATORS

New York State Social Studies Standard
Key Idea:
5.5 COMPARATIVE CULTURES: The countries of the Western Hemisphere are diverse and the cultures of these countries are rich and varied. Due to their proximity to each other, the countries of the Western Hemisphere share some of the same concerns and issues.
Key Concepts:
5.5a The countries of the Western Hemisphere have varied characteristics and contributions that distinguish them from other countries.
Indicator: This will be evident when students learn the tools of audience and purpose in
 determining credibility in evaluating a source.

Common Core ELA Anchor Standards for Social Studies 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
7.  Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.

Indicator: This will be evident when students include the validity of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence in the history mystery. 

Text Types and Purposes
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Indicator: This will be evident when students write and support a claim, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence from the history mystery.


NCSS C3 Inquiry Arc

Dimension 3: Students will work toward conclusions about societal issues, trends, and events by collecting evidence and evaluating its usefulness in developing causal explanations.

Indicator: This will be evident when students evaluate the usefulness of evidence in the
history mystery to answer the compelling question.  

Dimension 4: Students will draw on knowledge and skills to work individually and collaboratively to conclude their investigations into societal issues, trends, and events and will present their information, portions and findings.	
	
Indicator: This will be evident when students work collaboratively to conclude their investigations from the history mystery and present their findings. 

Social Studies Practices: Habits of Mind

A. Gathering, Interpreting, and using Evidence 
2. Recognize and effectively select different forms of evidence used to make meaning in social studies (including primary and secondary sources such as art and photographs, artifacts, oral histories, maps, and graphs). 

Indicator: This will be evident when students recognize and effectively select credible evidence in the history mystery to write arguments to support their claims.


INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVE(S) 

 After learning how to determine if evidence is credible, students will evaluate the validity of the reasoning, the relevance and sufficiency of evidence through a history mystery. Students will write and present arguments to support the claim, “Did the Houston Astros earn their World Series Championship title in 2017?” using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. Students must include at least 3 pieces of relevant and sufficient evidence from the history mystery to support their answer. Students will score at least a 3/4 on a teacher created checklist. 





DEVELOPMENTAL PROCEDURES (*Engaging the learner)

1. MOTIVATION: Students will watch two videos about the 2017 Houston Astro’s scandal and be introduced to their role as detectives. Video one “HOUSTON ASTROS - WIN the WORLD SERIES (Final Outs) Game 7” will introduce the topic and show their final game victory. Video two “2017 MLB champions accused of cheating”, will introduce the scandal. Students will be introduced to their role as detectives.  [3 min]
[bookmark: _Hlk36323815][bookmark: _Hlk36323881]2. After the teacher reads a couple of pages from the story “Arthur's TV Trouble”, the students will discuss what it means to be credible vs. non-credible. (How can we determine if the information we are reading if real? Why can’t we believe everything we read? Is it possible for some articles to be more credible than others?) [5 min]
[bookmark: _Hlk36323922][bookmark: _Hlk36323859]3. Students will participate in a history mystery game called “Clue” where they will work in 3 groups of 4. to determine if evidence is credible or not. (Is there any bias in this evidence? (Is there evidence that is more credible than others? How do you determine credibility of evidence?) [12 min]
5. Students will make a claim using evidence from the history mystery and write down three accurate facts to support their claim. (What conclusion did the evidence lead to? Do you agree with the evidence presented in the envelopes? Did you have more evidence supporting the Houston Astros or refuting them? What is a conclusion we can make based on the evidence provided?) [5 min]
6.Students will present their three accurate facts to support their claim based on compelling question; “Did the Houston Astros earn their World Series Championship title in 2017” to the class. (What were your findings from the history mystery? What did the evidence tell you? What was your most credible piece of evidence? How do you know this?) [5 min]

THE BIG IDEA
In today’s lesson, the students evaluated the validity of the reasoning, the relevance and sufficiency of evidence through a history mystery. Their uncovered definition of credibility of a source will lead the class into determining the credibility of a source utilizing SPACE.

Key Questions
Why can’t we believe everything we read?
How do you determine credibility of evidence?
Is there any bias in this evidence?
What was your most credible piece of evidence?


ASSESSMENT (formal & informal)

Informal assessment
· The teacher will assess student interactions during group work.
· The teacher will assess student knowledge and understanding of the topic based on class discussion before, during and after the history mystery. 
Formal assessment
· The teacher will monitor and evaluate students’ presentation of their findings from the history mystery based on a teacher created checklist.  
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
Mystery Strategy: using the idea of becoming detectives and solving a mystery as students formulate ideas and clues. 
●	Indicator: This will be evident when students act as detectives and provide sound evidence to solve the history mystery question.
Collaboration: (engaging groups of students in working together on a structured activity)
●	Indicator: This will be evident when students are put into groups to share ideas about the history mystery and work together to finalize a conclusion. 
Discussion: (engaging in meaningful discussions about the content) 
●	Indicator: This will be evident when students present their findings and conclusions to the class based on the evidence examined.

INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES AND MATERIALS

· SMARTboard
· History Mystery PowerPoint
· 4 History mystery “Clue Gameboards”(World Series 2017 Edition)
· “Evidence Envelopes” 
· Credibility cheat sheet 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]History Mystery Presentation Checklist
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Teacher created “Clue Game” (World Series 2017 Edition)[image: ]
							Evidence (For Clue Game)
								(Credible Clues)
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 Evidence (For Clue Game)
							         (Noncredible Clues)






[image: Screenshot (14)]
[image: Screenshot (12)]



[image: ]
[bookmark: _Hlk36325384]				History Mystery 
Presentation Checklist[image: ]








· Make a claim based on compelling question; “Did the Houston Astros earn their World Series Championship title in 2017?” 

	_____/ 1
· Present three sound facts based on evidence to support their claim.

_____/ 3
								Total:	_______/ 4
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Former Astros Pitcher Says Team
Electronically Stole Signs in 2017

Mike Fiers and anonymous sources told The Athletic that
Houston, which won the 2017 World Series, had used a camera
and a trash can to steal signs and convey the information to
batters.
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The Yankees were upset at the Astros for whistling
from the dugout to allegedly relay stolen signs
during the ALCS in October, but one former Houston
pitcher has come out as a public whistleblower on
far more serious offenses involving the use of
electronics in 2017.

Mike Fiers and three other unnamed sources have
admitted to The Athletic that the Astros stole
opposing teams' signs during home games at
Minute Maid Park during that season with the aid of
a camera positioned in the outfield.

“That's not playing the game the right way. They
were advanced and willing to go above and beyond
to win,” said Fiers, who played for the Astros from
2015 to 2017 and was non-tendered after Houston
won the 2017 World Series over the Dodgers. “l just
want the game to be cleaned up a little bit because
there are guys who are losing their jobs because
they're going in there not knowing.”
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The Astros' lawyers responded to a ticketholders suit, writing
and players "have expressed their sincere apologies and remorse.
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What were Houston's penalties?

There were five major penalties for the Astros from Manfred. Here they are:

- Manager A_J. Hinch suspended for the 2020 season. Hinch was then fired by the

Astros.

- GM Jeff Luhnow suspended for the 2020 season. Luhnow was then fired by the
Astros.

- Former assistant GM Brandon Taubman suspended one year.

- Astros forfeit their first- and second- round draft picks the next two years.

- Astros fined $5 million, the maximum allowed under MLB's constitution.

MLE's report says the Astros can not skirt the draft-pick penalty through free-agent
compensation or any other means. If they surrender high picks to sign free agents,
they'll lose picks the following year instead. One way o the other, the Astros will lose

their next two first-round picks and their next two second-round picks.
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baseball. (Video: Allie Caren/ Photo: lllustration: William Neft/ The Washington Post)

Do a quick 360-degree turn. You can see 20 years of cheating with performance-
enhancing drugs that started in the late 1980s. That was preceded by, and
probably connected to, an even longer era of bad-faith labor negotiations by
owners, including a $280 million settlement over collusion and the cancellation

of the 1994 World Series.

Hey, just hardball. Ethics optional.

Astros players will be asked this week — one by one, maybe — if they were
among the cheaters in 2017 and "18. Why did you do it? Why didn’t you
understand how much damage you could do to yourselves, your team, your
sport and, perhaps saddest, to your own fans, now disillusioned, who provided
most of the revenue for your $400 million in salaries in those two seasons? You

robbed them. Not just of the honor of the now-tainted World Series title, but of
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Are the Astros really being targeted
for hit-by-pitches this spring?
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David Schoenfield Feb 28,2020
ESPN Senior Writer

‘The narrative is spreading rapidly in the early days of spring training, told with
a certain taste of glee. The Astros are getting hit by a lot of pitches! The cheaters
are getting their comeuppance! They're already being targeted and it's not even
the regular season! There are Twitter accounts with names like Astros* Bean
Counter and 2020 Astros Shame Tour tracking all the hit batters. Non-sports
sites are publishing videos on Facebook. The "Tod:

show did a segment on it
Friday morning. My friend Dan tells me that even his mom mentioned to him
that the Astros are getting hit a lot.

‘The narrative isn't completely wrong, but let's put this in some context. As
always, context is important and hyperbole can be misleading.
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Opinion: Astros apologize for
cheating, but won't waver on
merits of their 2017 World
Series title
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