
Part III 
 

DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION 
 

This question is based on the accompanying documents. The question is designed to test 
your ability to work with historical documents. Some of these documents have been edited 
for the purposes of this question. As you analyze the documents, take into account the 
source of each document and any point of view that may be presented in the document. 
Keep in mind that the language used in a document may reflect the historical context of the 
time in which it was written. 
 
Historical Context: 

After the Constitution was created in the United States of America, many questions arose  
on exactly how the young country was to be governed. Some, such as Alexander  
Hamilton, believed that the United States needed a strong central government, while 
others, such as Thomas Jefferson, feared strong government and preferred to leave as 
much power as possible to the states. As cabinet members in Washington’s 
administration, Hamilton and Jefferson had many disagreements on government policy. 

 
 
Task:  

Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of United States  
history, answer the questions that follow each document in Part A. Your answers  
to the questions will help you write the Part B essay in which you will be asked to write a 
well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs, and a conclusion. 
Use evidence from at least five  documents in your essay. Support your response with 
relevant facts, examples, and details. Include additional outside information. Your essay 
should answer the following two questions:  

● Discuss at least two character strengths each of Hamilton and Jefferson 
● Evaluate how their character strengths influenced Hamilton and Jefferson’s 

political stance(s) 
● Discuss two differences between Jefferson and Hamilton on national policy  

 
In developing your answers to Part III, be sure to keep these general definitions in mind: 

(a) describe means “to illustrate something in words or tell about it” 
(b) discuss means “to make observations about something using facts, reasoning,  
      and argument; to present in some detail” 
(c) evaluate whether their personality traits created the roots of political parties 
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Part A 
Short-Answer Questions 
Directions: Analyze the documents and answer the short-answer questions that follow each  

document in the space provided. 
 

Document 1 
 

 

 
(A) In the lyrics of the song above, what issue is Jefferson expressing concerns over? [2]  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(B) Why doesn’t Jefferson want the federal government to absorb state debts? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(C) What is meant by “Why should Virginia bear it? Uh! Our debts are paid, I’m afraid, Don’t 
tax the south cuz we got it made in the shade….?” [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Document 2 
 

 

 
1. (A) Based on the song, what issue is Hamilton expressing concerns over? [2] 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

(B) What lines does Hamilton express the benefits of his financial plan? [2] 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
(C) Using this document along with Document 1, differentiate between Hamilton and 
Jefferson’s financial plans. [2] 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. (A) What lyrics explain the different roles played by Jefferson and Hamilton in war? [2] 

________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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(B) What might these differences tell us about the character strengths of each? [2] 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Document 3 

 
(A) Based on the song, what event is Jefferson referring to in the first stanza? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(B) Based of the song, England and France are at war. Who, if anyone, does Jefferson believe the 
United States should support? Why? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Document 4 
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(A) What lines above share Hamilton’s beliefs about supporting France? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(B) Looking back at Document 3 and this one, which character strengths best describe the views 
of Hamilton and Jefferson? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Document 5 
 

 
 
(A) What does Hamilton mean by “whenever the government appears in arms, it ought to appear 
like a Hercules and inspire respect by the display of strength?” [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(B) Based on this document and your knowledge of social studies, what does this document 
suggest that Hamilton might have felt about the United States supporting the French people in 
France in their revolution. [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Document 6 
 

 
 
(A) What is Jefferson referring to when he mentions the “strange occurrences” that are 
happening in France? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(B) How does Jefferson suggest the United States react to what is occurring in France? How does 
this differ from what Hamilton suggests? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Document 7 

 
 
1.  According to the document, what were some of the daily tasks of the slaves living on 
Jefferson’s plantation. Name at least two. [1 point each] 
(A)___________________________________________________________________________
(B)___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  Using this document along with other documents, as well as your knowledge of social studies, 
explain how Jefferson’s view on slavery would impact his stance on a financial plan for the 
United States. [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What contradiction does this document suggest about Jefferson’s character strengths. [2] 
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______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Document 8 
 

 
(A) Who is the author of this document? How might this affect any biases she may have 
regarding Thomas Jefferson? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(B) Per Jefferson’s agreement regarding the freedom of his children born to a slave, what does 
this imply about the emphasis he placed on slavery? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Document 9 
 

 
 

(A) Based on the document, what lines does Hamilton describe the American people’s view on 
the Proclamation of Neutrality? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(B) When Hamilton says,”inconsistent with a due sense of gratitude to France for the services 
rendered us in our late contest for independence and liberty” what historical event is he referring 
to? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(C) What does this document reveal about the nature of the character strengths of Hamilton? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Document 10 
 

 

 
 

(A) Based on the document, what are two ways in which Jefferson cut costs in the government? 
[2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(B) What were some of the other key factors in Jefferson economic program? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(C) What is the difference between the Democratic-Republican Party and the Federalist Party 
demonstrated in this document? [2] 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part B 
Essay 
Directions: Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs,  

and a conclusion. Use evidence from at least five documents in your essay.  
Support your response with relevant facts, examples, and details. Include  
additional outside information. 

 
Historical Context: 
After the Constitution was created in the United States of America, many questions arose  
on exactly how the young country was to be governed. Some, such as Alexander  
Hamilton, believed that the United States needed a strong central government, while 
others, such as Thomas Jefferson, feared strong government and preferred to leave as 
much power as possible to the states. As cabinet members in Washington’s 
administration, Hamilton and Jefferson had many disagreements on government policy. 

 
Task: Using the information from the documents and your knowledge of United States  

history, write an essay in which you 
● Discuss at least two character strengths each of Hamilton and Jefferson 
● Evaluate how their character strengths influenced Hamilton and 

Jefferson’s political stance(s) 
● Discuss two differences between Jefferson and Hamilton on national 

policy  
 

Guidelines: 
In your essay, be sure to 

● Develop all aspects of the task 
● Incorporate information from at least  five  documents 
● Incorporate relevant outside information 
● Support theme with relevant facts, examples, and details 
● Use a logical and clear plan of organization, including an introduction and 

conclusion that are beyond a restatement of the theme 
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